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lg, 22:34 Aprt 1955

1 evinth Session of the General Councll of the WFTU, held in
Warsaw 9-14 December 1954, Benolt FRACHON, Secrétary Ceneral of the
Freuch COT, called upon the WFTU to organise a conference of workers
of the countries of Europe, Sucha conference would meet under the
slogans of the struggle against the remilitarization of West Germany, the
struggie for peace, and for the improvement of lving conditions of the
working masses in capitalist countries,

. Louts SAILLANT, Secrétary General of the W¥'TU, proposed that the
General Council adopt this motion and authorize the Secretariat to make
preparations for such a conference,

Neovertheless, the published resolutions of the General Council meeting

fatled to show that the FRACHON proposal had been adopted, The omission
of the FRACHON preposal from the published resolutions appears to have
been deliberate in ordér to conceal the WFTU sponsorship of the proposed
mesting. By aveiding being {dentified overtly as the organiser of the
eounfersnge, the WI'TU hoped to give the impression that it was a "spontanecus”
metting, so as to atiract as many delegates as possible from organixations

¢ affilisted with the WETU. =

As initially planned by the WFTU, the conference was to be held in

sarly March either in Parls or Berlin, A group of factory workers in

Wast Germany was to initiate t¥e event by applying to other firms in

dher countries, whereupon a Joint injtiative committee would be set up
which would then address an appeal to all of the workers of Europe. It would
then commufleate with the International Confederation of ¥Free Trade Unions,
the Internstional Federation of Christian Trade tnlons, and the WFTU asking
for material help in the organization of the conference, The WFTU would

This plap of the WFTU was éxposed, however, by the Austrian Socialist
apey 2 er Zeitung on 16 January 1985, when it published a letter

: s LLISON, an ofticial of WFTU Headquarters in Vienna, to
Somurnint functionaries In the Scandinavian eountries, In this letter ELISON
eutlined the WETU maneuvers in connection with the proposed confeyence,

Posslbly as a result of this exposure, the conference was not held in
reh a8 originally planned.
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"The same dangey threatens us all, We all pay the cost of war,,.

"But there is one force strong ennugh to avert the danger - the force
of the united workers of all countries, the strength of the workers of Europe'|

"Cenfident that we are interpreting your desires, we have decided
to organize at Lelpsig irem the Z2nd to the 24th April 1955 a Cenference of
the workers and trade unioniste of all peints of view from all the countries
of Europe, Thie will be & Conference against the revival of German
militarism, for the defense of the conditions and rights of the workers, for
happiness and friendship among the peoples and for peace,

"Make this Appeal known everywhere, Organize meetings to discuss
the Conference in your place of work, Elect your delegates, Collect funds
for their travelling expenses,,.”

The conierence tock place as scheduled and, according to the
Communist preas, was attended by 1002 delegates from 25 conntries, The
ealy item om the agenda was: "The joint struggle of the working people
of Europe and their trade unions against the restoration of German

~militsrisra and againat the preparation of atomic war, for the defense of the
Htving and working conditions of the working people, for prosperity and
csllective security, and for international friendship and peace,”

Ome of the first acts of the conference was to elect a presidium, amaeng
whom were the following:

Mt BAILLAKY (France), Secretary General of the WFTU,
Herbert WARNKE (Germany], Vice President of the WFTU,
Prm!ﬂmt ﬁi the FDBG,

BHKIN {USSR), a Secretary of the A}l -Union Central
Q-mﬂ of ’ruﬁe ﬁaiam.
Viktor ELOSIEWICZ (Poland), Member of the Executive Committee
m WFTU and Chairman of the Central Council of Pelish Trade
Bylvester POLEDNIK (Casechoslovakia), member of the Pz&watory
Committes
Reme DELOOR {France), member of the Prcparm;ry Committee,
A Secretary of the Foree Ouvriere,
LICCARDI, not otherwise identified,

According to the Communist press, other members of the presidium
included representatives {ram Italy, Norway, Belgium, Scetland, Luxem-
bourg, Hungary, Spain, Bulgaria, Rumania, Cyprus, Denmark, Sweden,
Greece, The Netherlands, Finland, and Switzerland, The names of these
additional members of the presidium were not disclosed, however,
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A Secretariat was also elected consisting of the following:

Belns EOPETL {E, Germany)
Juek MILL {Great Britain)
mm fom, (France)

: . inv, } {Presumably Giuseppe CASADEI}
mmm; fou (USSR) (Possibly Boris OLYMPIADI)
An wnnamed Swedish delogate,

Numerous speeches were made during the course of the conference,
The gemtral tenor of the speeches reported was that the revival of German
m&mm and the inclusion of West Germany futo "agressive military

blpet''of the Western powezs as a result of the Paris Agreements, created

' tM&thmme: ving peaple, not only in Europe, but throughout

\ y intensifying arms drive, the "imperialists" were
sing a further worsenfa n lving conditions, and incressing ex-
tion in enterprises of capitalist countries,

In smphasixing the serious danger which the ratification of the Paris
Agresments constituies to ihr: cause of peace and to the situstion of the
warking ﬁhﬂ. 8 in the conference expressed the conviction

that snly the road J‘mﬁyu{mﬁaﬁa{&e working clase leads to 2 lasting
peace, and that as {ar as this problem is concerned, there arc no
éifferencen of opinion between the members of various trade union
erganizations, {rrespective of their opinions and their affiliation to
central mmﬂ trade mmion organizations,

VICZ, leader of the Polish delegation, proposed that
the emi&rmce lhanﬁ issue an appeal for & joint conference of all central
trade unlon oxganizations and of leaders of all individual trade unions

of Ewrope, irrespective of their political afftiiations, This conference
should work out an agreed basis from which tn conduct the struggle against
Wast German rearmament, weapons of mass destruction and the decline

in the living standsrd of workers,

The Saviet delegate, Ivan GOROSHKIN, supported the proposals and
an appeal to be issued to the international trade mn:gmum. to
meet Immediately,

, Lonis SAILLANT, Secretary General of the WFTU, stated that the
WFTY Executive Burean, at its meeting on 10 May 1955 (Moscow), would
closely examine the proposal made at the camference concerning a meeting
of the three international trade union organisations., SAILLANT lster
sdded: "Why should not the natipnal trade union councils of all countries
meet at & world trade unlon conference with a single point on its agenda:
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,awgmahnem:tswmwm
’ ‘ the world 7" SAILLANT also emphasimed that even
mwm m:ﬁmmmw,mmbymeﬁwezma
‘ i atomite war, For that reason, cooperation hetween
sl Federation of Christion Trade Unions, the International

Mmdﬁ‘rm Trade Usions, and the WFTU -- was indispenssble,
Other speakers at the comfersnce fueluded the following:
| &mmmirrmﬂ

_‘ on with the cenference,)
‘ WW}, London
M W} Mﬂﬂ, Mww kam mrkm
DS (France), Wors . area
m m m (’?‘uus}, H’f‘ﬁ ?laa mm

meammmw

FUBE, Helgors (Japan), Chafrman of the Bullding Workers' Union,
BLAYENCY, or BLAZHENGY, V. G, (USSR), Deputy of the
Supreme Soviet, Stalin Drizswimer,

mm fnmuhs. Secretary of the Central Council of

On the lsst day of the conferente sn appeal addressed to the working
mﬁmﬁ%mw In the appeal it wan stated that the
tHfication of the Parls Agreements crested s very dangerous situation for
wrepea wmmwe. The arms race and infiated military
_ mm Paris Agreements) would result in moore excessive

wplodtatl list eaterprises und more numerous and more brutal
Mmmmm rights, For this veason, the
maﬂmﬁmmmu urged to unite to prevent the im-

natutt *ﬁmm-; to
: A mmm&: mmmsm’m
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As exchange of delegations was called for, and more numerous contacts
between working people at all levels was urged,

The sppeal also urged support of the international campaign for the
cellection of signatures against the preparation of an atomic war,

The conference also adopted an open letter to the International
Federation of Christian Trade Unions, the International Gonfederation of
Free Trade Unions, and to the WFTU, which stated the following:

"Galleagnes, we who are seading this letter to you have bheen
deleguted by millions of working men and women of 25 nations to the con-
ference of the working people and trade unions of the ceuntries of Eurcpe
which met in Leipsig on 22-24 April,

Yo+, Unaninsusly we have decided to make ourselves the spokesmen
for the coscern felt by European working people in view of the curreat
international situation, a concern also expressed at sur conference,

"The ratification of the Paris treaties has opened the way to the
revival of Germas militarism,.,., It aggravates the dangex of an atemic
war threatening the entire world, Even now the arms race is being
intennified, the warBmigets become more oppressive, and the burden is
shifted to the shoulders of the working people, Taxation increases,
exploitation is stepped up, attacks upon the wages, social gains, and the
trade union and democratic rights of the working masses are beceming
increasingly numerous, ..

nWe therelore address ourselves to you, the trade unions, whose
task it is to defend all this, We are profoundly cenvinced that the
International trade union centers and the organizations affiliated with
thexn cam promote a powerful wave of unity and action among the workers
wnd decisively contribute to averting the Paris treaties, which peoples
reject, as well as an stomic massacre, if they unite their efforts for
the preservation of peace, This {s also the conviction of millions of
Eurspean working people,

"We propose therefore that your representatives meet without delay
and consider jointly how to ward off the misery and the disaster which
threatens the working masses..., They expect from you, their trade union
organdzations, decisive aid in this struggle,

"They will oot understand # i you close your minde to their appeal,.,

of the Lre Tequest you to sexd your reply to the organization committee
the Letpsig erence at Number 28, Naumberger Strasse, Lelpaig W, "
. 915R00040005 58 &
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The WETU has appealed to the International Confederation of Free
Trade Unions to join with it in the development of "united action™ on a
mumber of pccastons in the past, but was unsuccessful in each instance,

The Leipsig conference appears to have been simply a different
approsch to the same objective, By concealing its sponsorship ef the
conference, the WFTU apparently hoped to convey the impression that it
was the rank and file of the European working masses, rather than the
WFTU, that was demanding the holding of a joint meeting of the three
international trade uniop organigations,

The International Confederation of Free Trade Unions and the
] Federstion of Christian Trade Unions are not likely to be

&eeeiwé this maneuver,

m . the Emcut!ve Bureau of the WFT’U. which met
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